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Waikato’s three PHOs are looking to the local DHB to fund lowering the bowel cancer screening 
age for Māori 

“The DHB is sympathetic to the proposal to lower the bowel screening age for 
Māori, however, the decision to do so would be taken at a national level” 

Waikato PHOs want the local bowel cancer screening programme to enrol Māori people from 

the age of 50, but the DHB says that’s a national issue. 

Waikato DHB is “sympathetic to the proposal to lower the bowel screening age for Māori, 

however, the decision to do so would be taken at a national level”, a DHB statement supplied 

by its communications advisor Simon Wong says. 

Hauraki PHO chief executive Michelle Murray last month said Hauraki, the National Hauora 

Coalition and Pinnacle Midlands Health Network PHOs were trying to convince the DHB to 

drop the Māori screening age from the standard 60, to 50. 

The PHOs provided a proposal to the DHB’s commissioners in December. It was an attempt 

to get around the “grating” refusal of the Ministry of Health to enact lower bowel cancer 

screening eligibility ages for Māori, Ms Murray says. 

The National Bowel Screening Programme invites people aged 60 to 74 years to take part for 

free. About 3000 New Zealanders are diagnosed with bowel cancer every year and more than 

1200 die from it, the programme’s web page says. 
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Report weighs benefits 

A report from the ministry and Te Aho o Te Kahu, the Cancer Control Agency, notes Māori 

experience higher mortality from bowel cancer than non-Māori. 

Earlier screening for Māori, however, would have minimal equity benefits for Māori relative 

to other interventions where inequities are high, says the report, released after an RNZ 

request under the Official Information Act 1982. 

Prepared for prime minister Jacinda Ardern and associate health minister Peeni Henare, the 

report says DHBs are struggling with higher-than-expected demand for screening. 

According to the report, the priority for equity is to complete the programme roll-out. Piloting 

lower-age screening could then be revisited. 

PHO proposal about equity 

 
Hauraki PHO chief executive Michelle Murray says a lower screening 
age for Māori would be equitable 

Ms Murray says she been pushing regionally and nationally through 

General Practice NZ for lowering the screening age for Māori 

because the ministry’s refusal to act “grates me”. 

“We’re trying to lower the bowel screening age for Māori so it’s 

equitable.” 

The Waikato three PHOs have developed a Primary Care Strategic 

Plan that lists bowel screening as one of its service-delivery 

priorities. 

This was submitted to the commissioners and chief executive Kevin 

Snee through the DHB/PHO alliance leadership group. 

Focused on rollout 

In its statement, the DHB says, is focused on the successful rollout of the programme, making 

sure everyone who is eligible has access and is engaging with the programme. 

“We have been recruiting to increase capacity ahead of the bowel screening programme, and 

a further scoping exercise is under way to give a full view of our current resource and future 

needs.” 

The programme began in the Waikato today. 

A ministry media release says an estimated 66,000 Waikato residents will be eligible over 

the next two years to be screened via the programme. 
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