
 
 

 

 

 GPNZ Panui 1 October 2020 
 

Now fortnightly! Please feel free to share this with your colleagues in the sector 
and encourage them to sign up to receive future editions by emailing: 

admin@gpnz.org.nz 
Previous editions of our newsletter can be found here 

If you no longer want to receive newsletters from GPNZ please email 
admin@GPNZ.org.nz with the message ‘Newsletter cancel’ 
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Chair’s Message 

A big thank you to 
everyone who took the 
time to complete our 
survey last week, and for 
giving us such valuable 
insights into what we need 
to do to shape the future 
direction of GPNZ. 

The themes were clear. 
You want a strong, unified 
voice for general practice 
and the wider primary care 
sector; you want us to 
work collaboratively 
across the health system, 
while actively promoting 
the needs and interests of 
our members; and you 
need us to sustain and 
build on our advocacy 
work with Government, 
the Ministry of Health and 
other key decision-
makers. 

Responses endorsed our 
current focus on 

supporting and developing the primary care workforce and on tackling 
persistent and damaging inequities. In these areas this week that includes 
supporting our practice nurses in a further stop work meeting in pursuit of pay 
equity, and writing to the Minister and Director General urging earlier routine 
screening of Māori within the national bowel screening programme.  

The appreciation expressed for the work GPNZ has been doing is both 
reassuring and humbling, but our executive is in no doubt about the need to 
redouble our efforts. 2020 will be remembered for the challenges brought by 
COVID-19, but there are likely to be even more challenging times ahead. The 
continued response to the pandemic and imminent overhaul of our health and 
disability system puts more pressure on all of us to stand up for our services 
and our patients. 

What I also take from the survey responses is the energy and appetite for 
progress. Whatever lies ahead in 2021 and beyond, we need to take control of 
our own destiny and look for the opportunities, rather than being defensive or 
protectionist. We need to describe what a fair and fit for purpose general 
practice funding model looks like; we need to articulate what an integrated, 
person-centred Tier 1 system looks like; we need to campaign for the primary 
care services workforce our population needs and deserves. 

We also need to take stock of our own future. GPNZ exists for and because of 
our members, and you’ve told us that you want us to speak not just for PHOs, 
but grassroots general practice and the wider world of primary care beyond 
existing entities and structures.  

All of that starts with more listening, and our AGM next month will be a key 
opportunity to plan the year ahead together. We’ll have more details for you in 
our next newsletter. 

 

 



He waka eke noa. 
 
Dr Jeff Lowe 

The Election Debate – Rural General 
Practice Network 

Thank you to Rural General Practice Network for pulling together a stellar line 
up just 20 days out from the election for their debate: A Better Future for Rural 
Health in Aotearoa New Zealand. Panellists included: Labour Party - Hon Chris 
Hipkins; National Party - Dr Shane Reti; Green Party - Hon Julie Anne Genter; 
and, NZ First Party - Jenny Marcroft. The discussion was certainly lively and 
very well moderated by Professor Ngaire Kerse.  

It was good to hear panellists commit to reviewing primary care funding (which 
we have been waiting for since at least 2013) but disappointing that there was 
no real solutions presented for the crisis facing rural health. The video can be 
viewed here: https://youtu.be/tNh3KbxJqzw 

Webinar: Strengthening Equity, Consumer 
Leadership & Honouring Te Tiriti o 

Waitangi 

Health Care Home Collaborative is hosting the following webinar: 13th October 
5.30pm – 6.30pm HCH MoC Strengthening Equity, Consumer leadership & 
honouring Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

Join our Panel: Dr Kirsty Lennon, Lance Norman, Whaea Merle Samuels and 
Ants Toumoua - they will discuss: WHY the need for the enhanced MoC, WHAT 
has been enhanced and some of the HOW to support practical 
implementation. There will time for Q&A during this webinar. 

Register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EphoxqM6Qw-
49bP9DTHTDA - you will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the webinar. 

Please also check out our Health Care Home Collaborative website page 
www.healthcarehome.org.nz – this includes the DRAFT enhanced HCH MoC 
(this will be updated with the final version early October. 
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New early warning system for dangerous 
drugs 

www.highalert.org.nz is the home of Drug Information and Alerts Aotearoa 
New Zealand (DIANZ), an early warning system for dangerous drugs. DIANZ is 
supported by a network of health professionals and social services, all working 
together to reduce drug related harm. A core function of DIANZ is to gather 
and analyse data from a variety of sources, in order to monitor drug trends. 
When something is identified that poses significant harm, DIANZ issues alerts 
and notifications at www.highalert.org.nz. You can also stay informed by 
signing up to receive these important updates via email. 

Since the website launched three months ago, DIANZ has published four 
notifications to inform the public of dangerous drugs in the community. The 
most recent notification, regarding the detection of the synthetic cannabinoid 
AMB-FUBINACA in a number of locations across the country, received national 
news coverage. Along with accessing harm reduction information through the 
website, the public also can also report any unexpected or concerning effects 
from drugs they may have taken. This will help keep others safe. All 
information shared through the site is entirely confidential, and won’t be used 
for enforcement purposes. 

DIANZ is a function of the National Drug Intelligence Bureau, a joint agency 
made up of representatives from the Ministry of Health, Customs Service and 
Police. It is supported by a network of health professionals and social services 
(both government and non-government organisations), all working together to 
challenge traditional approaches to illicit substance use, and to reduce drug 
related harm. To find out more, visit www.highalert.org.nz. If you would like to 
get involved with DIANZ and the High Alert initiative, please email 
highalert@highalert.org.nz and the team will get back to you as soon as 
possible. 
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