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“Amohia ake te ora o te iwi, ka puta ki te wheiao” 

“To protect the wellbeing of our people is paramount” 

Kiingi Tuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero Te Tuawhitu 
 

  

  

 

  

COVID-19 vaccines will play a critical role in protecting New Zealanders’ 
health and wellbeing. Over time, this will be a big step back to normality. 
They’re free and everyone in New Zealand is eligible. 
  

Welcome to the latest pānui for the Waikato DHB COVID-19 vaccination 

programme. We will be providing regular updates for our staff, partners and 

community. Please share within your organisation. 
 

  

 

 

  

Latest national vaccination numbers 
 

  

 

 As of 1 April, more than 73,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccination have been 

administered nationwide 



 More than 15,000 people have received a second dose 

 There are around 90 vaccination clinics operating nationally 

New Zealand now has around 450,450 COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

  

 

  

 

New Zealand’s vaccination roll-out plan   
 

  

  

 

 

  

Number of people vaccinated in the Waikato 
 

  

 

6 April 

4,627 
 

  

4% of fully vaccinated, and  

3% of partially vaccinated people 

identified as Pacific 
 

 

11% of fully vaccinated, and 

13% of partially vaccinated people 

identified as Māori 
 

 

 

 

3,276 

have received their first dose 
 

 

1,351 

have received their second dose 
 

  

 

  

 



Vaccination centres in the Waikato 
 

  

  

 

  

There are currently two vaccination centres in the Waikato - Te Rapa and 

Waikato Hospital - with several more scheduled to open in the next few weeks. 

These will be a mixture of fixed, temporary and mobile vaccinations centres. 
  

The first local health provider to administer COVID-19 vaccinations will be Te 

Korowai Hauora O Hauraki which is working with Waikato DHB to set up a 

vaccination centre at Thames Hospital for Group 2 frontline healthcare workers. 

The centre is expected to open Monday 12 April followed by another centre in 

the Maniapoto rohe that will be set up in Taumarunui from Wednesday 14 April. 

  

A lot of work goes on behind the scenes to set up vaccination centres, from 

recruiting vaccinators, kai manaaki who meet, greet and guide people through 

the vaccination process, admin people to assist with data entry, people to 

manage the strict controls that come with the delivery and administering of the 

vaccine, logistics for setting up the centres with tables, chairs, dividers, 

consumables, forms and banners, information service people to setup the 

computers and networking at each centre.  All staff have to complete specific 

training to be well prepared for working at the vaccination centres. 
  

We are continuing to meet with other providers in our rohe to talk through the 

best vaccination centre model for each area. 
 

  

 

 

  

Group 2 vaccinations are underway 
 

  

 

Vaccinations have now started for people in Group 2. 
  

If you are a high-risk frontline healthcare worker, you should receive an 

invitation to be vaccinated by mid-April. For more information speak to your 

employer who will be able to update you on progress. 
  

For the remainder of those in Group 2, DHBs and health providers are 

confirming how vaccine appointments will work for you. You don’t need to do 

anything yet. 
 

  

 

  



 

Second vaccination process  
 

  

It is recommended that the second dose of the 

COVID-19 vaccination be taken as close as 

possible after the 21 days wait period following 

the first vaccination. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Current process 

Individuals eligible for their second vaccination will be contacted by the COVID-

19 Vaccination Contact Centre either by phone or a text message a few days 

before their second vaccination is due. They will be provided with an 0800 

number and asked to make an appointment for their second vaccination. 
  

A new electronic booking system is due to be in place from April 19. Once up 

and running, we can ask people to book in their second appointment while 

receiving their first vaccination. When we roll out to more people, we will be able 

to offer more clinic times and locations. 
  

With the new system people will be still contacted by phone, text or email and 

they will be invited to register online through the link they are sent. There will still 

be the phone option for those who don’t want to or are unable to register 

electronically. 
 

  

 

  

 

Aged Residential Care    
   

The Ministry of Health has worked closely with the New Zealand Aged Care 

Association (NZACA) who have developed a paper outlining the desired national 

approach to the COVID-19 vaccine rollout to their aged residential care (ARC) 

facilities. 
  

At a local level we have held a number of meetings with ARC providers to work 

through the possible service delivery model options that best meet the facility 

and residents’ needs.  We are finalising these options in across locations and 

will be confirming implementation dates shortly. 
 

  

 



 

  

A new tool allows you to find out when you can 

expect to get your free COVID-19 vaccine. 

Find out when you can expect to get your free COVID-19 vaccine by visiting the 

new online tool on the Unite Against COVID-19 website. 
  

The tool asks people a series of questions about their health, location, 

occupation and life situation. The results tell them which of the four main 

vaccination groups they are in, and when they can expect to get their COVID-19 

vaccine.  
 

  

 

 

  

Progress on an electronic booking system for 

Waikato    

We are now in the process of implementing the ServiceNow Vaccine 

Administration Management solution (VAM), which will allow people to book 

their own vaccination appointments at their preferred time. We are expecting 

this to be up and running by 19 April. This system is already in use by the 

Auckland region DHBs, and we will be sharing it with Southern DHB and 

Taranaki DHB. 
  

VAM will be used for managing vaccination appointments until the Ministry of 

Health solution is ready. People will be notified by email or text about when and 

how they can access the system to book their appointments. The solution is 

very intuitive and will guide you through what you need to do. 
  

Once your appointments are booked, you will receive confirmation via email or 

text, as well as a reminder prior to your appointment. 
  

Your actual vaccination will continue to be recorded in the Ministry of Health’s 

national COVID-19 Immunisation Register. 
 

  

 

 

  

https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/RcUFPJ6Ob9aaWgu37TT33JAX0NpsK8E8LGqdB73slypta1t5jXBZ6S5fOaF7e378EFawMDczcGBbUFtuAxIp7INdPGCnns4izAyL6pTxABzWzuqGNT0X3ihI-30okvlkzRFvsnovL8gtBvgjXs6jd3fDDWGmHH3Uj61DJ2nQSz9brJPWgn3Ul-s0MjieYfA-ADqQGWCz7iUn2ZBeCrFyzTNGSM-WJF-xIieVnUPV9BJ4RSKEC26A7PLRkdNOIdSLvGDfEJ_DTkGFFOAulriE1Ahjn1fF85pF4RzTz3_KoYkA_f2qOFTd2YXzW87JNOKvJsYG5dOEFYDokziK8OeWqJSqvlTRI59KIKZJFMuDRoDb5tknlZ9toVfyp7PX5jsUO6xmBXL0i1bpm-6dC1CX-Dqh005jGW1DMLvjAtL8qEQ1lb4HUXD7afoMT27xxX_jxPZNEJCh


Support comes in ‘paw’ ways than one 

  

 

  

  

Molly the pet therapy dog was close by for support when her dad Barry 

Ridgway, a Canine Friends volunteer, got his vaccination last week.   
  

"When I went and had my first vaccination at Waikato Hospital, the whole 

process was smooth and seamless,” he said. 
  

“I brought Molly in with me and a lot of people were curious about what she was 

doing there and her job at the hospital. 
  

I normally bring Molly in about once a week to different wards to visit patients 

and to chat with them. It can help take their mind off why they're in the hospital 

in the first place. 
  

Patients and staff love having her around because she's a very calming 

presence. 
  

She really helped in the observation area of the vaccination centre because a lot 

of people were asking to pet her and take photos. 
  

Some people don't like injections so Molly was a bit of a welcome distraction for 

them!"   
 

  

 

 

  

Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine 

The Pfizer vaccine is currently the only vaccine approved for use in New 

Zealand. 
  

This vaccine has been shown to be 95% effective against symptomatic COVID-

19, seven days after a person’s second dose. 
  

It is approved for people 16 years or older. Those under the age of 16 are 

currently not included in the vaccination programme. Limited data is available for 

this age group because they were not part of clinical trials for the vaccine. 
  



Two doses of the vaccine are needed, with at least 21 days between each dose. 

It’s very important to get the second dose to provide the best protection against 

catching the virus. 
  

The Ministry of Health has provided resources on how this vaccine works, its 

efficacy, possible side effects and more. 

Before any vaccine is approved for use in New Zealand, it must meet 

international standards and local requirements for quality, safety and efficacy. 

Detailed information on the approval process is available on the Government’s 

COVID-19 pages. 

Real-world data shows vaccines working 

Latest bit of positive news to come out this week about how the vaccines are 

performing with real-world conditions and in real-world settings. 

https://arstechnica.com/science/2021/04/real-world-data-shows-vaccines-

kicking-butt-including-against-scary-variant/ 
 

  

 

 

  

Video to watch this week 

How does immunisation work? 

Ministry of Health has produced a helpful video explaining how 

immunisation works to protect people from getting sick.  

https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/JjicIqsT1msWAaRSZqAiHqtoW_6u4u8oSkKsU6_WEHwsthL-Kk6dZbbAAQV_3RRz6czZB7FfRBiYQ8S8aUV1Z2IAW_Lc1ce5eSmrpNtv0bzQosRLn4TYg-fAGpx9_r3DSUa9K_WIFODzAP8oGb_5LMYxJYRnXJ1MmXdNKmadUbPwDZwGwN7Pxdky9AOXQvpVDHkLacaRmbCYcocupRXSRjinwF250U3HFjhFVgdEVvJ10qliPtuBCObEvbJ5CU2KFn9jfU8VDBGZ2Ba6YLLo8QvTaest42Oz2rgDarsOUYUUbaBew4-TVRz8qJUl4Wy-WHIhiea84klBpiijphxyrO1IqXiUKL5txzIAJSfCN6cAroWLlAeqL5QHc4Zc3lZneCvRbLDAt1-ClTvcJ3YncXnwGAhjMdJ2LY5F16eDXAl_ApzbTb8-GqLHy4OkF7ZJ608xXd_C4v7geuPoLuUuaoRMNS2hFU-2qlZU-DYmeWiXGBwT8wrlVW990slo1YmOiml88afgGvC3
https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/wje1gdabh2WKL6DsVauwHTKl94CI3G8MmU-20gGLmwjQGlojv-m8aZN1znASk3SLxq9pBO-Rlt41l2LG0VUr1rS1DiyewUyseldkNZieMawpgKWYnyWkTCv6TnC3Su5VjCyHe3-AcSpEGDkMO7bJ75sVbfG5oyk66-msXZb6T_WRGa2GzyVSYH9Rv37FsFJCbrNiJlioqAjgl3zomnkVKwD9TdZFTp_iZuOCbHswvM9KTJkpRtbwe6B8CfmNAh4hWjXpIMQKOjOKiNeRok-ENbHFNHebU5jrlIsDbQW8gayKWY8LP1oqumK7och37Dr53spiGx5uvsrHF_L2X4atoznOyoWtN_6W9jI6dAIa84gVS64PMBpx49MWZyCaYvUExmOka__5iXRXzK8SmwvPeV7xPPK2N4nET_EWHvq0p8hwrZelJAnGw5ea
https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/eVMN2pJiIGHk44b_nl8WmVbzokdHDhToHMoHlXQ7LCiVUN6edGjiwaNzhqrXCSMORrTRD1UGjj3x1TShb7ws4PskiREE-rdg7b3DVw8CquMcM0zDZAxXbIZq6Yy0q2lpvGoY3SDmOMWJTC7KQwI1YEJLC2fYrUPvEoJLzBvVsV44cbic-bSWbXjCeseTDNY9JYyyu_qtn8exWafDEofEGVg1iCMfPQ_jLS1zk3-p-cimLqsIRvA1gMkO9aXBuu0A_eNggE3HgyQMCMrHIquzjfdBsOQGoP3_K55Yo9mtsoW8ki1yGP45z1s92rigPQIElcmN__QogtQJvUIcsvmYdySG10qFxmXjT8HknA60PweSSbv6FT0xQV2Bfxznpr4JF449PWWtgByQW0eNlZ2D4e-zJDBinc-7wIBzWmeyTlMFpbiVJTraVfkawoU
https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/eVMN2pJiIGHk44b_nl8WmVbzokdHDhToHMoHlXQ7LCiVUN6edGjiwaNzhqrXCSMORrTRD1UGjj3x1TShb7ws4PskiREE-rdg7b3DVw8CquMcM0zDZAxXbIZq6Yy0q2lpvGoY3SDmOMWJTC7KQwI1YEJLC2fYrUPvEoJLzBvVsV44cbic-bSWbXjCeseTDNY9JYyyu_qtn8exWafDEofEGVg1iCMfPQ_jLS1zk3-p-cimLqsIRvA1gMkO9aXBuu0A_eNggE3HgyQMCMrHIquzjfdBsOQGoP3_K55Yo9mtsoW8ki1yGP45z1s92rigPQIElcmN__QogtQJvUIcsvmYdySG10qFxmXjT8HknA60PweSSbv6FT0xQV2Bfxznpr4JF449PWWtgByQW0eNlZ2D4e-zJDBinc-7wIBzWmeyTlMFpbiVJTraVfkawoU


  

  

 

 

  

COVID-19 vaccination update newsletter 

If you or someone you know might be interested in subscribing to the COVID-19 
vaccination update, click here or share this link. 

 

  

 

 

  

Links 
 

  

 

COVID-19 Website 

For the latest updates on the COVID-19 vaccines 

www.covid19.govt.nz 

 

  

 

https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/ryJfjucw_Hsx14bAw7uuWE45xCDuFQrqUp3TP4WPEqbsTrmNi7p1T7CwavWGPkienxRiOaI3tCu-HNNpgOS33gmO8JMDy49Ie17BhjAbJBumOhHx5hjmfykDQIaX6nE-juc6dTTDjD_K0wqzQHriLnBYVZLczbFr69tznz60BMyEPBy9_7eJ5ImZHsLR_3tLiM0X9Ezl6TsT8eehaivb_MPgSgg_ZNHnhKflYvMcII0c4Ro-7n1fn9u0c5tIDz4qcTSAIhpaFEVYK4lsUmZKCn-QfectwOlyAFl8UvFK2BeT2KZyHdJMx6ypy6ytdk1RT5ugtc_pIcMpUYuNqXQ2RDEs-WuS81eRRXqJOzp0DtWxQPb8XyMQzribMT7EF9VGTVCnbG_0AYLl7mPbDmGZuZe6ZP-3-5dpsT-9zrnzlLZtYhVfACFx7adHjqkCjcGVe5b4l1pG04CnoodoBFgEMeAPRZ4dOpsu1uOP9AIgDZsrlAUmNvdbvtkwTk2v-eV_WgzUwWnmMnlW62nY_Ybc8lhN1NXZIAQKJj4XD9qhvS7cJClxz8n_hZSz_Zdi-8vfeWIdMBfLz7HLCWi1HjdpXxXJ-LkTHA
https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/CkWRKUsmgub9vXOWRs3fFb9z8riDtuy0glkI6CSIOJjlVEQPXvuKh5d6NcqKvMns6LOK0GC-lOdhrsTRgxDljRRRvEjw8Np-icaf2z88QUX5GGp0GxlKxYT3n9jZdc1PzkMVz1P3tea_7DoHWFKt1qgj6loL3JH5VSHsg8GuARLyDt2oA2h9Vh3rXuWizRzF8miMiD6mP0X75Z26LJ7_aLY59VBdKMX6w16FiSdkGW6NNNwCIU6H8ufGHepGzvj8O_kcYIvZ8rnIjtZoR39i_iHVS0idgWko9QklddA_OK4eVBMvIorN4NYiDBVMf5AmrA3Iq-DxFyz5Sb6TE3CbbQVYumrr8w3DjIYkxz4FrMBcbv0


Ministry of Health 

Latest news on vaccine information, including the details of the 

COVID-19 vaccine planning and delivery groups  

www.health.govt.nz/covid-vaccine 

 

  

 
 

Medsafe 

Medsafe has a section on its website explaining our processes around 

assessing the quality, efficacy and safety of vaccines and treatments for COVID-19 

www.medsafe.govt.nz 

 

  

 

Waikato DHB Website 

Updated information about the programme for rolling out vaccinations in the Waikato 

www.waikatodhb.health.nz/covid19vaccination 
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https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/T1xNdTPDvV0jffXThm_dbgZyy6OezG7Yog2sQVqbmrAhxT3UZoSDOXoDfWEjqgzi2wFhUx5WHr-_6mef4-CW6-8aqIzQxe5ENQODG7FubZN7Db7YuSSwDK7DiC85w63JFIzYT70lwt7kE1bYWoWPAzPrFx8K-PL_83DNhvAUfZJJoYW6wxJdquIcvkZvFKcf7ibmlREx6Tm-c8ofqyPBkhir6EYYVfTMbmM0DFbwtjYd7rrc0mTp83rabzVg5l4NcTTYQ-z4s5xWo37295yaq-eDrC04avQkj2gEdHpauY3n2jj7nZY5NaWUN5c1f5HSe_AwQESzBFgIuVmvGdHL20mc_N2eO6NmVr_OFCAMYBJGAqMvpUxtr26k_TiiwNHDsFoyA5tpEL0Bbdb7o7g5oTgdFYrWJakOqM_PZaP9
https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/w76I4EIKYa7K_udpb7gD0CKGLMuyT6rpYVpBUu1k1b6Qzx_disrShFzXDm-fvQWLyEWMp7oP8-Mkcysg1nwkXqxRxlhznuzJ-20E0EMHkTC9LINrt3EZXR2_O16BTav2_CnZlEQVIOAJOqKd_2UKG4ObWA42F1M_3sQRRO-R18OMllKItHY-6PAtb4dqmqSYaoFgeTxvHOyRivWm3eq4nkwgZ2XvnqZtO22NXC1dhhJ3CAE5aW4KLwl_9WYeZwLOGsuyRkDCOd-485hOFlPQAEBXIicuLM-0ZUWWXSRj4O39r5RFWt_jPI4D-XUXzbNHOvhwXkJ_cyNtoF6blsfUOIPcLhtPVvRb
https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/4EGY8quM_P9wuKZScms-WcULffxrcWQz-Ec1-2niElTqc_2vjz3T_mN3AsGg7-cXNPkT3wBlIS76KiuPlVaSB_zML-yB72aJA9bhu9-k3HFOyIU0_D_96WtBEExIgkpYBjb0Dg3FnUGZgJwm_FpKj-XLW-GvNvUKfVvtd6X7pXy5xAEFYaJrUWW3TOERQypUALPIbxLmYhTkCR61ui4lu91unWFJYVGsylOGhVOdYgVMOy4Jjxlf2w3D1g_AWPn1LzlzUvxLxIy4oVoBhIhIdGZWVc4gMUS3p3jzbkWBBJ_CbLsEEAQUyEjLdIPiNjs3Wkigw6b1_g6D9d1207glc4nzVg
https://5g5xf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/Q5Wm-6o0Qbe35sB6fySbR2jpbJh_1110qUmlVNBjYy3cozJlPnEX-QanuU9Jt2awpCGtEXGA4dZZtQTboQ6WsYTkgd19XSOWwfRuASHSbZw6zIOHJ3YaNYaF50quLHEPU6ZVhmYRt61tPn26HMlZUXehaIcF0uT-lSlYMXziXH4CSYhPvc_ir2YOoPfmaSz7nBJUvpeTisreVP8sbjWdc6vYc85yoBXUkT6NNLi_t7NOQIgD3JgMiHnxjG4vLRa0XODw8xf-LOZIFL-dj4qip1eYg7i1rq5ndg0UbzITEQSDDKp4nsX4bj1-1u9727ji-hs

